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Wright State Lifts All Covid-19 Restrictions for Vaccinated Individuals
Jamie Naylor
June 7, 2021
Wright State University (WSU) President Sue Edwards has lifted all Covid-19 restrictions for
fully vaccinated individuals on the Dayton and Lake campuses.

New guidelines
In a campus-wide communication, President Edwards announced fully vaccinated persons,
including staff, students, faculty and visitors no longer have to follow Covid-19 safety measures
while on the Dayton or Lake Campuses.
Vaccinated individuals no longer have to wear masks while indoors or outdoors, and no longer
have to physically distance themselves while inside or outside. In person events are also set to
resume.
Partially vaccinated and completely unvaccinated people must still follow covid-19 safety
measures while on campus. Those wishing to continue to wear a mask even while fully
vaccinated may still do so.

Ohio cases
This decision comes after the decline in Covid-19 cases in Ohio and the lifting of coronavirus
restrictions by Gov. Mike Dewine as advised by the Center for Disease Control (CDC).
The Ohio Health Department recently reported that the two-week statewide average for
Covid-19 cases is about 49.5 cases per 100,000 residents, with just about an average of 632
cases a day.
This continuing drop in cases is partially due to the increase in the Ohio vaccination rate. The
Health Department reported that 4.7 million Ohioans are fully vaccinated.
In addition to the declining Ohio cases is the decline on the WSU campuses. According to
WSU’s covid-19 dashboard as of June 7, there are zero official cases among students, staff and
asymmetric people on campus.

As of June 2, Dewine lifted mask mandates for fully vaccinated Ohioans. It is not yet clear if this
mandate has had any effect on the states’ cases.

Student opinions
These new guidelines cause great excitement among students who have been operating in a
virtual covid college environment for a little over a year now.
“I am super excited to see that the restrictions were lifted. It’s the peak of things starting to get
back to normal.” Makayla Williamson, a WSU student wrote.
Not announced yet are whether capacity limits will remain, and how the university will determine
vaccinated individuals from unvaccinated individuals, or if the university will require vaccination
for students or not.

Can and Should WSU Require Proof of Vaccination? Students and Professionals Weigh In
Kaylee Raines
June 8, 2021
The Monday afternoon announcement ceasing COVID-19 restrictions on Wright State
University’s (WSU) campus is raising questions and concerns among some students.
Some students are excited about the change in mask-wearing policies while others are
concerned their peers may pretend they’re vaccinated to avoid wearing a mask if providing
proof is not necessary.
With the relaxed policies hinging on whether an individual is fully vaccinated or not, many are
wondering whether or not the university will require proof of vaccination.

What is legal?
Deputy of WSU’s General Counsel Sean Culley, J.D., shared with The Wright State Guardian
that legislation does not currently exist preventing a university from requiring the COVID-19
vaccine.
“The COVID-19 vaccines are not approved under the regular FDA process, but only under an
’emergency use authorization.’ While most legal commentators agree that the EUA does not
prevent employers or universities from making the vaccine mandatory, it is very likely that more
institutions will require the vaccines once they have regular FDA approval,” Culley said.
No law keeps universities from requiring proof of a vaccination, according to Culley. The Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA) only applies to medical records in the
hands of a provider.
Many colleges already require proof of vaccines, including COVID-19. In Ohio, one of the few
public universities with COVID-19 vaccination requirements for the fall is Cleveland State
University.
However, WSU has no current plans to require students to get the vaccine, or to require
students to furnish evidence of having been vaccinated, according to Culley.

Students’ Perspectives

Junior Nathan Klarer is eager for the upcoming fall semester at WSU. To him, life is finally
starting to go back to normal.
“I always wear my mask, but now that everybody’s getting vaccinated I’m a lot more
comfortable- especially outside. I don’t mind the relaxed laws about businesses either because I
feel like everything is finally going back to normal or at least somewhat more normal,” Klarer
said.
On the other hand, some students have reservations about the new policies and are questioning
whether unvaccinated students will be honest and follow masking protocol.
“I’m fine with vaccinated people not needing to wear masks outside on campus. However, I think
that the relaxed laws for stores and businesses are kind of skeptical because anyone can just
say they’re vaccinated just to not wear a mask,” Graduate student Sophie Dang said.
“As far as stores and other businesses I am not necessarily comfortable about them relaxing the
rules. Until covid is gone completely and almost everyone is vaccinated. I don’t think they
should remove the mask policies inside of the buildings,” Undergraduate student Anastazia
White said.
“As someone who can’t get the vaccine due to allergies, I feel fine knowing people who have
been vaccinated can move to mask free. I personally will stay wearing my mask due to my
inability to get vaccinated,” Undergraduate student Devin Hali said.

Would students be willing to show proof of vaccine?
“I would personally be fine with WSU asking students to provide proof of vaccine to not wear a
mask/return to campus, but I feel like a lot of other people would not be,” Klarer said.
White feels that providing proof of vaccine could potentially be unfair to unvaccinated students
and those who cannot receive the vaccines for medical reasons.
“I have mixed feelings about that. In a way, it might be a good way to see who’s been
vaccinated. But it wouldn’t be fair to others,” White said.
According to Dean of Students Dr. Chris Taylor, WSU is not currently planning to require
students to show proof of vaccination.

Campus Rec Introduces Two New Programs Aimed at Teaching Confidence in Weight Lifting
Jamie Naylor
June 9, 2021
Wright State University (WSU) Campus Recreation (Campus Rec) introduced two new
programs, Women on Weights and Learn to Lift to their health and wellness class schedule.

New programs
In an effort to gain membership and involvement, Campus Rec introduced new health and
wellness programs. These programs aimed at health awareness, gym confidence, and body
positivity, are welcome to all fitness levels but are encouraged for new attendees.
“I want to break any fears that people have with the gym, I want to get more people involved in
the gym and I want to help people be healthier,” Kara Donbrock, program director for WSU
Campus Recreation said.

Women on Weights
Led by personal trainer and WSU student Allyson Whittaker, Women on Weights (WOW) is an
informational weight lifting and fitness program for all women. According to Donbrock and
Whittaker, the program designed to create a safe space for women to work out, also works on
debunking the myths of the fitness industry and building community.
“We want to provide a safe place for women to feel comfortable and gain confidence in their
ability to do this on their own,” Whittaker wrote, “We want to provide an uplifting environment
where women will come together to help each other learn and improve.”
Sessions occur Tuesdays and Thursdays, with one in the afternoon and one in the evening on
each day.

Learn to Lift
Blake Martin, personal trainer and WSU student, leads Learn to Lift (L2L) ; a program aimed at
teaching gym novices how to use exercise equipment safely and effectively. Like WOW, L2L
shares the goal of teaching confidence and easing gym fears.

“My goals [are] just to get the gym back to where it was before COVID-19 where there’s a lot of
people and [where] people are not afraid to come in because they think they’ll be judged. It’s
just a good environment to keep people safe.” Martin said.
Each week a group of 10 people sign up for the L2L program and attend sessions on Mondays
and Wednesdays.

Details
Both lifting programs start on June 10 and June 14. Both programs are free to WSU students,
faculty and staff. Per WSU Covid-19 policy, those who are fully vaccinated will not have to wear
a mask while in gym spaces. However, there will still be limited spots available for the programs.

Breaking: WSU Officials: ‘Do not use campus water for ANY purpose’
Makenzie Hoeferlin
June 9, 2021
Wright State University issued a drinking water warning Wednesday afternoon asking all
community members to refrain from using any water for any purpose due to possible
contamination.
Environmental Health and Safety released a drinking water warning via email warning about
possible water contamination from maintenance activities for HVAC systems.
There is no evidence of water contamination at this time, according to the campus-wide
communication, but the possibility still exists.
According to Greg Merkle, a specialist with Envrionmental Health and Safety, this is an unusual
event and has not occured before on WSU’s campus.
Merkle was first notified of the possible contamination by email Wednesday morning just before
noon.
The possible contamination affects anyone served by the WSU public water system. The only
housing unit included in this advisory is Hamilton Hall.

Precautions
All those affected should not use any WSU water for any purpose effective immediately and until
further notice.
Individuals should use bottled water for drinking, making ice, brushing teeth, washing dishes
and preparing food.

What is WSU doing?
According to the communication, WSU is investigating the possible contamination and taking
the steps to correct the problem.
Bottled water is available at Customer Care in 065 Allyn Hall. Offices can also request bottled
water by contacting customer care at 937-775-4444.
This is a developing story.

Organization Spotlight: International Friendships
Olha Zuban
June 10, 2021
For involved international students, the non-profit International Friendships Organization (IFI) in
Dayton, Ohio may be of interest.
The organization works in partnership with the University Center for International Education
(UCIE) office, local churches and communities with the purpose of helping international students
to feel at home while they come for studies in the United States.
IFI serves students from various universities in the Dayton area such as Wright State University
(WSU), Cedarville University, University of Dayton and Sinclair Community College. They
regularly organize events with an opportunity to get acquainted with students from different parts
of the world and the chance to share their own culture.

Start of IFI in Dayton
Back in 2012, Larissa Swartz, as a first-year undergraduate student majoring in Spanish,
became involved in the process of establishing IFI as a student organization at WSU.
“I met Gloria Kelios, who was teaching in the Learning English for Academic and Professional
Purposes (LEAP) program, the intensive English program at WSU,” Swartz said. “As a former
international student from Malaysia, she [Gloria] knew very well the many practical needs of
international students and observed that there was a need in the Dayton area for an
organization like IFI.”
Today, Swartz is the current IFI Dayton Area Leader while Gloria Kelios works with different IFI
locations as the National Field Director. They have continued to work side by side starting from
day one of founding IFI in Dayton.
“Gloria divinely connected with a local American couple, Lynn and Roger Brucker, who offered
their home for our weekly IFI meetings,” Swartz said. “Up until COVID-19, we have met in their
basement with groups from five to 105 people since the fall of 2012.”

IFI purpose

The primary focus of IFI is to promote hospitality and friendship. The organization can help
every international student, especially in the first months after coming to the new country, to
adjust to the culture by connecting with locals.
“The best way to truly know a culture is through close relationships with people from that
culture,” Swartz said. “The greatest challenge in our society today is truly listening and learning
from people that are different than we are.”

Volunteers
IFI is the place where you can become involved in a variety of activities, connect with new
people from different countries and learn something new about other cultures.
“Our goal is to make the world feel at home – whether through food, games, trips, events or
good conversations about the important things in life,” Swartz said.
Christian volunteers at IFI can assist students with airport pick up, temporary housing, driving
lessons, grocery shopping and many other activities that all international students might seek at
some point when starting life in a foreign country.
“IFI and its volunteers believe that our perspectives are changed and strengthened through
relationship and hospitality because of how we ourselves experience God’s love and hospitality
towards us,” said Swartz.
Besides highlighting traditional American holidays, IFI tries to celebrate all international events
that students used to have in their home countries.

Free care bags
Usually, IFI in Dayton has been presented across different student events on the WSU campus,
but because of the pandemic situation, they started to make the first interaction with every
student by giving free care bags.
“We packed and personally delivered, door-to-door, over 450 care bags to both current and
incoming international students this last year. These bags included masks, sanitizer, snacks,
ramen, a notepad, instant coffee, and a paper with local Dayton restaurants and places to check
out,” Swartz said.

Trueman House

The major place of IFI in Dayton, where most events happen, is the Trueman House in Fairborn,
Ohio. As soon as you enter it, you start to immerse yourself into the international atmosphere.
You can notice hanging countries’ flags on the wall and feel a mixture of spices in the air of
different countries in the kitchen. This is where students start feeling a part of the community.
Regardless of the religion or culture international students have, they are all welcome at IFI in
Dayton. Follow IFI Facebook and Instagram page to stay up to date about all new events and
activities they offer.

LGBTQ Resources on Campus, Orgs Hope to Re-engage Fall Semester
Kaylee Raines
June 11, 2021
Several campus organizations exist for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer
(LGBTQ+) students and staff that are using this summer to plan events for the fall semester as
social-distancing guidelines are relaxed.

LGBTQ+ Alumni Society
LGBTQ+ Alumni Society exists to encourage the continued success of LGBTQ+ students, allies,
faculty, staff and alumni through events and education. Similar to most campus organizations,
Alumni Society has slowed down because of the pandemic.
“They are just getting back up and running at the moment. Covid put kind of a halt on all of our
alumni networks and societies being super active and now they are regrouping and looking for
more alumni members to join them,” Assistant Director of Alumni Engagement Brooke Leppla
said.
LGBTQ+ Alumni Society will be present at the Yellow Springs Pride, Springfield Pride and
Dayton Pride events with WSU students encouraged to visit their booths.
“They would love for any alumni to stop by and grab some WSU alumni goodies. Alumni can
also sign up to get their newsletter as well,” Leppla said.

Rainbow Alliance
Rainbow Alliance is a student-led organization that allows students to discuss issues in the
LGBTQ+ community and provides a safe space for students within the community. They are not
planning events for Pride Month and are focusing on making plans for events this fall.
Allies of the LGBTQ+ community are invited to participate in Rainbow Alliance as their
involvement can help spread the influence and acceptance of those within the community. By
joining Rainbow Alliance, allies can learn how to amplify the voices of the LGBTQ+ community.
“Allies can write to our Senators about current legislation harming our community, and start
conversations with family and friends to recognize and break down anti-LGBTQA biases,” Vice
President of Rainbow Alliance Kirsten Spires said.

Spires enjoys her involvement in the group and how it has allowed her to become more involved
on campus.
“My favorite part about being involved in Rainbow is being able to interact with so many
amazing people and collaborating with other organizations,” Spires said.

Allies Organization for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Question and
Ally (LGBTQA)
Allies is an informal group open to Wright State University (WSU) staff, faculty and retirees.
Their purpose is to provide a safe space for LGBTQA faculty and staff through education, social
events and advocacy.
At one point, WSU staff were not allowed to be openly “out” and this organization worked to
empower LGBTQA staff. There are still places around the world where LGBTQA workers are
forced to hide their identities in order to avoid backlash and persecution.
WSU Allies Secretary Becca Webb’s involvement in the group has allowed her to feel a sense of
inclusion and acceptance.
“Being queer myself, but not visibly so (as I am married to a cis/het-man and am a cis-woman) it
is also nice to be in a group that still sees me as included and values my experiences, despite
being far more protected in most workspaces than many others in the community,” Webb said.
Allies is not planning any events for the summer and hopes to re-engage this fall.

